SYLLABUS Spring 2009

Documentary Film Making

Week 1: JAN 20th:

Class Intro:

Lecture: The DV Revolution and the De-Corporatization of Filmmaking

Assignment: Find a person or group of people as a subject for a documentary film (no rock bands). BUY A SMALL BOUND SKETCH BOOK FOR NOTE TAKING!

PAY $75 lab fee!

PRIMARY CONCEPTS (Basic Storytelling): 

1) YOU HAVE TO GIVE PEOPLE A REASON TO WATCH!   

2) IS THERE CONFLICT? 

3) ARE YOUR SUBJECTS COMPELLING?

4) IS THERE A TRANSFORMATION?

5) IS THERE A CRISIS?

6) WILL YOUR AUDIENCE IDENTIFY WITH THE SUBJECT?

7) IS THERE A BEGINNING, A MIDDLE AND AN END? 

END GOAL: 15 MINUTE DOCUMENTARY- NO LONGER!!!! 

WEEKLY SCREENINGS Video Room 5:30-7:00pm YOU MUST ATTEND!

JAN 26th: Film Viewing: Night and Fog  Alain Resnais 1955 
Week 2: JAN 27th
Present concept in class

Discuss Night and Fog

Introduction to Documentary Filmmaking 

Basic Camera Operation

Assignment: Portrait 1: Shoot 5 minute test roll: Indoors/Outdoors/People/Events         

                   Work on Treatment

Feb 2nd: Film Viewing: Simon Schama: History of Britain 2000

Week 3: Feb 3rd 

Discuss History of Britain
Critique Test roll 

Camera technique 2: Interviews

Assignment: Shoot an interview with someone you know 

 
         Work on Treatment

FEB 9th.  Film Viewing: Don’t Look Back, D.A. Pennebaker, 1967 

Week 4: Feb 10th

Don’t Look Back discussion
Critique: Review of interview footage

Lecture: The Informational Documentary

Assignment: Prepare Final Treatment (1-2 page description)   

FEB 16th Film Viewing: Salesman, Albert and David Maysles, 1968  
Week 5: FEB 17th

Discuss Salesman
Critique: Treatment ready. 

Lecture: Verite Techniques

Assignment: Start shooting your project.  

FEB 23rd Film Viewing: Rafferty, Kevin: Atomic Cafe 1982

Week 6: FEB 24th

Discuss Atomic Cafe

Telling a Documentary story without Voice Over  

Critique: Initial footage review

Assignment: Continue shooting project

March 2nd Film Viewing: Grizzly Man Werner Herzog 2005  

Week 6: March 3rd 

DISCUSS Grizzly Man

Introduction to Non-Linear Editing

Final Cut Pro- Capturing and Basic Editing

Critique: Show location footage

Assignment: Complete the FCP tutorial/continue shooting project

March 9-13th SPRING BREAK

March 16th Film Viewing: Crumb, Terry Zwigoff, 1994

Week 7: March 17th

Lecture: Review style issues in Crumb

Non-linear Editing II

Editing Effects in Final Cut Pro

Critique: FCP Tutorial

Assignment: Begin editing final project

March 23rd: Film Viewing: SUPERSIZE ME, John Banzhof

Week 8: MARCH 24th
Discuss Supersize Me
Non-linear editing III

Editing Sound and Printing to Video/DVD

Critique:  View rough cut 1

Assigmnent: Continue Editing Final 15 minute doc project

March 30th Film Viewing: Born into Brothels 
Week 9: March 31st

Discuss Born into Brothels
Critique: View Progress on Final Project  

April 6th Film Screening: Sherman’s March 

Week 10: April 7th 

Discuss Sherman’s March

The Avant-Garde in Documentary Filmmaking

Experimental Documentary Techniques

Critique: View progress on Final project

April 14th: VIEW: Sans Soleil, Chris Marker, 1983  

Week 11: APRIL 15th
Discuss Sans Soleil

Avant-Garde in Documentary Filmmaking II

New Structures/New Media

Critique: Class presentation of 1st rough cut

APRIL 20th NO SCREENING- EDIT YOUR PROJECTS

Week 12: APRIL 21st

FINAL CRITIQUE: 15 Minute Finished Video on Portrait Subject 

OTHER OBLIGATIONS:

ALL SCREENINGS MUST BE ATTENDED!!!!! Video Room 5:30-7pm. MONDAY 

$75 lab fee. All supplies will be provided through the lab fee.  

Instructor: William Brown 404 210-1879 bill@atlantavideo.com
Found footage sources: www.archive.org/details/prelinger




            www.archive.org/details/movies


Music sites (small fee) www.cssmusic.com





www.sounddogs.com
3
4

